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“Gladly, | parked up at High House and was immediately welcomed into the fold
bers in for the night ranging from young children to some of the more established members. | was really impressed with the whole

...... There was nearly a full complement of mem-

set up....If you were to place a pin or two where you wanted such a club hut you'd choose upper Borrowdale...”

“Back at Seathwaite | wondered where Mick might be, but as | turned onto the driveway at High House there he was greeting me.
The outside of my garments were soaked but | was warm and dry inside and it had been a new experience for me. It was a won-
derful feeling to set forth from such a location in the morning and the brew of tea waiting for me on my return was just grand. Won-

derful walk, wonderful venue and wonderful company. | think the OFC should try it some time.”
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From The Archives

Here’s an extract from Peter O’Loughlin’s account of hs first visit to High House, taken from the 1946 K FelHrers’
Journal. See pages 4-5

THE FIRST OF MANY
P. O'LOUGHLIN

On looking back to the first visit | made to the K Hostel | realise how much things have changed.

Well do | remember how | enjoyed my initiating visit and ttip to the Hostel by bicycle. Will | ever forget it? Wée,
even if | live to be a hundred years old. The feeling thaas venturing forth into Lakeland, a place that was beth

and strange to me filled me with intense gratificaticait my wish to see the mountains and lakes surroundingas at
last going to be filled. Many times when | was abroadl ueehink about that journey, and | often wondered if | tedn
too much on things being just as they used to be. Perhaps that is whiageappears to be different.

Anyway | will just give you an idea of that journey, then maybe will join me in fathoming my misunderstanding of the
present state of affairs.

The arrangement to go up to this Hostel was the outaafrmeany and varied discussions with Dick Pickthall @nm
whom I'm sure you all know).

We were all dead keen to go up, so we decided one armke cycle there, setting off at 6-30 p.m. and going via Kes-
wick. There were five of us altogether, Dick Pickthall, MyE&erguson, Wally Sanderson, Frank Hayes and myself. At 6-
50 p.m. Dick had a puncture - our first mishap. We regairand carried on. 7-30 p.m. found us passing through 8yavel
and everybody stared at us as though we were freaks, Whigtposed was quite a justified conception as we dated

up in any old togs, with huge rucksacks on our backs, and rather shadiedic

At 8-45 p.m. we entered Ambleside feeling rather peckishyes nipped smartly to the nearest fish shop and satistie
hunger.

Then in better spirits we continued our journey. We mhfismugh Grasmere at about five miles per hour, and wieen w
got about halfway up Dunmail Raise we decided to have a rest.

Myers must have misunderstood Dick’s statement that &re wnly stopping for five minutes, because he promptlyt wen
to sleep. We managed to shake him and get him ankirgebn his bike, but what we couldn’t understand was why he
seemed so ungrateful. Anyway we reached the top of thee Raiding out when we got there, that it wasn’t the tagdlat
but nearly halfway down the other side. The wind had beeireng against us that we hadn’t realised we werkineal
downhill. No wonder it had taken us an hour to do it.

We had a nice run down the rest of the hill and were appnoaching the outskirts of Keswick. There Dick had amothe
puncture, but sooner than repair it we decided to videdn a bike, and wheel Dick’s bike alongside our own, takiimg it
turns.

In Keswick Market Place however, Wally, who had Frank on behind hinstgpped by the Constable on duty, who made
them get off.

Therefore we walked through Keswick and then proceededur way as before. We rode for about four miles likg, thi
and then decided to repair Dick’s puncture, the tinentbeing 1 a.m. We managed that and then carried omgfelelg-
tired but still dead keen. Another two miles further gar into the pavement edge and buckled my wheel, whednm
taking out my front brake blocks. Myers and Wally insistet t had fallen asleep on my bike, but of course | knew bet-
ter - it was just a strange road that | was on. Seedalled on until at last, with Seathwaite Farm in swghtwere too
tired to even ask Dick “How much further?”

Wally had the misfortune to get cramp in his legs.drepped off his bike and started to hobble up and dowrotedin

an effort to restore circulation. We decided to walk the refteofvay as we were all very saddle-sore and a little bit weary
of cycling, so we trudged on through the farm and up tddstel. It wasn't a very impressive sight in the darkaui it
was like a dilapidated farm house silhouetted agdlimstky, but to us it represented a haven, our goalctndegoal to
which we had travelled hard with rucksacks that seem&gkigh a ton and be tied together with string whichiratiat our
shoulders. But we were satisfied, and when we entered it aften siours in the saddle we realised it had been worth it.
We cooked a meal and sat talking for an hour, completefefiing that earlier on we had vowed we would go¢eslas
soon as we arrived at the Hostel.

Eventually we did go to bed and slept until 8 a.m. when we were rénasedur slumber by Frank who had got up earlier
and made some tea for us. After the tea we got out of aisr bashed, had breakfast, and then walked to the Sehwai
Slabs and endeavoured to do our best to conquer what we thought weireveogk climbs.

Having satisfied our desire for rocks, Dick took us ovear&hara to Dove Nest Caves, where we spent a very blgoya
afternoon in the Caves, which captivated our our intateaight away. We returned to the Hostel at night, thorqugdt-
isfied with our day’s outing.

Early on Sunday morning we went to Seathwaite Slabs again amtcesigsv pleasant hours scrambling on the rocks.

We returned to the Hostel and cleaned the place up , after whisktwoff for home which we reached without any trouble
atall.........oooo
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Meet at Barbon church
(near Kirkby Lonsdale)
10 am
Grid Ref 630 824

The Walk is about 8
miles, a mixture of
woods, fields and fells
on the edge of pothol-
ing country.
Parking limited-please
share cars!
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6 111 | | Walk / Meal
( ) ' ( ) | Meet : Kendal Bus Station for
. e the 555 Bus (9.39 am)
Start : Bus stop/lay-by at the bot-
@ <3 ) #Q # tom of Dunmail Raise 11 am
3 (+0*; , 1%
9 2 =F Route: via Sergeant Man, to the
. ODG, Great Langdale
4 < Return bus: ODG to Ambleside
4.25 pm
Meal to be decided on the day.
7 5 5
# :
0 , @/ *
L / '
#P % & #0 $
€ 0 # 1 1
# . * L 3¢ .
L% § 0 ) Leader: Tony Walshaw
L$*2 1 !
# ,$5 6 . /1 )4/
# M 3 # <
R +' o222 22) R
3 : + )
3-4th April 2009 (= 1+ I > 1+ |
Clapham Hut Meet L6
Lowstern Hut Tt

(Yorkshire Ramblers) (o\/\ HO(/ )
N)
m

Grid reference 736691. k/
I ! )
1 # )

“....in a secluded position in a

small wood surrounded by farm ) y
land about half a mile from Clap
ham village.” "
AN IDEAL BASE FOR EXPLORA
TION OF INGLEBOROUGH AND "

THE NORBER / MOUGHTON / $
SULBER LIMESTONE PAVE- ' # 10
MENTS %&

;0 2&2 54%
Sleeps 16 ( .
£7 per person per night 9 C ) '$

Details: Peter Goff
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