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Hugh, 
 
 I was looking on the web, as you do, and 
found this photo from 1973ish. I am far 
right with Afro, It was a taster weekend for 
new members. I think a guy called Fred 
Underhill organised it. 
 

I've just gone 52, still feel about 28 and act 
like I'm about 18. I still run and cycle plus 
I coach football, thus have to play to show 
the young bucks how its done! When we 
were young guys over 50 were past it!! 
The weekend sticks in my mind because of 
several things!.. but the one I can tell you 
about is after a 'Climbing taster' on (nice) 
Shepherds Crag, the next day I was 
deemed experienced enough to be taken 
along to Kern Knots Chimney on Great 
Gable. I spent the most terrifying hour, 
week, month ? Who knows ? of my life to 
date....climbing on a very exposed chunk 
of Lake District.  
 

 The weekend went something like: Friday 
night the whole group, of which there were 
many more than on the photo, walked 
down to Shepherds Crag and got the 
chance to have a climbing taster. We then 
had the choice of a long fell walk, short 
fell walk or a 'proper climb' Being macho I 
went  for the climb....it turned out to be the 
last climb: A far far too hard route for a 
novice. I remember someone having a gui-
tar and having a bit of a  sing one night. I 
can still remember huge chunks of it after 
35 odd years so it must have made an im-
pact. 
 

The only people I can name are on my 
right is Christine Hunt, R& D, to her right 
is her younger sister.  
To the left of Fred Underhill is my now 
brother-in-law David Milburn.  
The guy at the back with the red rucksack 
was a Scot and on the management train-
ing scheme.  
Was the guy second from the left David 
Airey? 
 

Nice to see the hut still there and indeed 
the club still rolling along.  
 
Best wishes  
Barry Postlethwaite  
R & D 1972-75....Happy days. 
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