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June 
West Virginia 

 

Another year, another chance to do good things. Peter sent me the latest Fellfarer and, as usual, all else was put asi de till 
I’d digested it. Peter also assured me my decision not t o risk yet another mediocre May in the Lakes was the right  one.  
Instead I aimed my motorbike West to the Colorado Rockies. En route I traversed the pit of the Mid West where sixty torna-
does touched down in one day (a record). Emerging finall y onto the sunny West Kansas plain I paused in Denver, t hen rode 
over the Rockies to the San Juan mountains, where in May of 1970 life in America began for me. On this trip I wen t to a 
wedding attended by so many old friends and acquaintanc es from all over the US, a wonderful reunion. 
After climbing around the Rockies I returned to West Vir ginia to find my garden, planted up before I left, flou rishing with-
out my help. Now I am occupied with eating fresh vegetabl es but I won’t tempt you with the details. 
I’m leaving again on the chuff-chuff in mid-July, tak ing the trans-continental railway to the North Cascades  in Washington 
State for a couple of weeks of semi-serious mountaineering. I hope in the meantime I can find my rack and woolly hat.  
As summer will soon slide by I just wanted to let you kn ow that should there remain enough enthusiasm amongst the L ake-
land Stalwarts to head out to Baja, Mexico in late Octobe r, I am at your service. I don’t need any strong commitme nt until 
later in the summer but I want anyone interested to know th at I’m keen and the sooner I get a response one way or the 
other, the more details I can share. For the time being h ere are a few pointers: 
Objective :   Ascend Picacho del Diablo 10,500 ‘ 
Location :   Sierra San Pedro Martir, Baja California, Mexico 
Duration :   Three weeks total (includes other visitations in Mexi co or US).   Recommend last week Oct - Mid November 
Travel :   UK to US Pheonix or Tucson.  Rental vehicle or bus to & from Baja (8 hours) 
Climbing Details :   5 days rugged scrambling in unique canyon (3 in & 2 out).  5 peak granite ridge traverse (2 days). 
Extras :   Unique Baja / Sonoran Landscapes.   Sea of Cortez coa stline & resorts. 
Group Size:   Max. 6 Min. 3 
I’ll be in touch  
 

Cheers,  
 

Mike  

4th July 
West Virginia 

 

Thanks so much for your letter. News is coming in of fou l weather. Jim Duff & Rejane sailed into a Force 9 in the Minch and 
dragged an anchor at moorage. West Virginia is more subl ime with unusual cool dry sunny summer weather so far. G ood for 
all outdoor activities, especially gardening.  
In a few days I embark on the train ride to the Washi ngton Cascades where I’ll open a couple of weeks with au ld acquaint-
ances on both sides of the International Border, craggi ng and perhaps scaling the ever diminishing ice. 
Glad to hear there’s keenness for the excursion to Canyon del D iablo. I’m not going to get involved in the fine details  in this 
letter, just to let you know I’m committed. However, glan cing at a satellite image recently of the Baja Peninsul a and the 
Gulf of California, I realised what unique landforms this region is made up of. And I know them all. 
If a small dream team of Shinscrapers can rendezvous in T ucson Arizona  and be transported in my truck we could, with a 
little conniving, climb / traverse the five peaks of Pic acho(s) del Diablo, rest and recuperate on the Gulf, d rive down the in-
comparable Baja Peninsula to La Paz - take the ferry ove r the Sea of Cortez to Los Mochis. Ride the train to view C opper 
Canyon (potential site for future exploration). Then driv e north to Tucson through the incomparable Sonora Desert. A ll in 
three weeks. Anyone with more time in hand could then tour the US Southwest. 
A larger vehicle would be advantageous but I’m sure we cou ldn’t take a rental vehicle across to Mexico from Baja, b ut it’s 
worth checking. It would not be an expensive excursion and  the weather should be reliably pleasant. 
I’ll send a more detailed prospectus as soon as I get bac k from the Northwest. 
If the group size does dictate a larger vehicle for transpor tation, never fear; Baja has enough extraordinary terrain to keep 
us happy for eternity and I’m sure we can rent a van. 
I’ll make sure I talk to you soon Mick. 
PS I’d love to commit to the “Letter from America” idea. 
 

Cheers  
 

Mike 
 

PS   While searching through old papers I came upon this  guide: narrative and maps, which is all we need to climb  Encan-
tada (Diablo). It should whet your appetite and give yo u an idea of the terrain. We can modify our goals as we see fit but 
should have Pinnacle Ridge as our objective. 
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The Canyon Diablo approach is rigorous especially with our  heavy packs (15 kilos min.) but not technical. It is t ruly beauti-
ful.  
It will take three days to Base at Campo Noche. There  may be other parties in that long section. 
The Pinnacle Ridge (five peaks) has plenty of V. Diff. But no big faces; with scrambling between short pitches . The ridge 
takes two long days and is not suitable for more than six climbers total. 
The Slot Wash ascent is an easy alternative to the ridge . Takes 6-7 hours 
If we approach Canyon Diablo on foot across the desert as we should, it will be a short pleasant day. 
Check airfares to both Phoenix & Tucson. Tucson is the pr eferred venue, especially for culture and college girls, but  if Phoe-
nix is much cheaper we can always slip down to Tucson. 
Food and gear we can deal with later but I’ll mention that  standard specialised rock shoes are not recommended at a ll. A 
light, sensitive dual purpose boot or trainer that will  suit the boulder hopping & rock climbing is recommended. 
I’ll be in touch again soon; don’t be afraid to comment or  question owt that I’ve suggested. I’m already ready. 
 

Cheers 
 

Mike �

�����"����������
�"�����
��������
��
"�����"������� �"���������A��������"���B����������

27 August 
Howdy Bill, 
I got your card from french France. Your talent for langu ages will certainly be challenged in the Arab Quarter of Baja. 
Mick sent an arty-farty card from Frogs-end also. He c laimed to be incommunicado during August. That sounds  awfully 
painful for a grown man. Hughie ( �

����&�.� ) was next with a note withdrawing he & Chick from the en tire expedition. He 
didn’t mention Fleetwood, but you might suggest that alt ernative. 
So now the core group of Young & Restless is back to a mana geable quartet and, I assume, poised to tackle our origi nal goal. 
But first one final sugar lump in the tea: Pam Banks is my climbing friend who you (and certainly Mick) met  at the K Hut a 
couple of years ago. She has been interested in the Canyon Diab lo venture since we first talked about it amongst the Kendal 
Lads. She is fit & fifty and a good mountaineer who woul d blend in well with our gang. Pam would only be around f or the 
Baja climb and her participation would not interfere w ith our flexible plans. She’ll fit in with whatever travel  plans you de-
cide on. 
With Chick & Hugh out of the race my truck should tak e care of our transport needs for both the Baja and Ariz ona seg-
ments. I’m drying batches of vegetables to supplement ou r camp rations and I’ll send more details on the food wh en I put 
the equipment list together shortly. So we should be able t o keep the expenses down thereby saving cash for nightclub s and 
buying slave girls.  
I’ll give you a call in a week, Bill.  
Cheers to everybody,  Mike �

Tuesday 10 ? 
Dear Bill, Reginald and Mickelmas 
What a splendid organiser you are. Glad to hear the three of you will be soon winging it West under protection from th e 
Warsaw Convention. I thought they were Commies (check with Krysia). You seem to have all the requirements for entry to 
Mexico and re-entry to USA covered. Philadelphia is a fine  airport, quite small. Hope you’ve time for a snack. I’ll  be waiting 
at Phoenix airport to meet your flight and deliver you to a  suitable hostelry favoured by drunken Apaches. 
Next day we’ll head south by southwest to Baja where I a nticipate little trouble crossing into Mexico. 
If you take the train to Manchester Airport be aware of possible delays at Greater Preston and don’t listen to Kr ysia. She 
nearly got me stranded in Bolton last time I flew to US………  
I’ll try and take care of some food buying for the trip up  the canyon but you should each bring about 2lbs of firm E nglish 
cheese, 100 tea bags (total), about 2 doz. Oxo or Bovril cu bes and Mick should search out a few vegetable extract pack ets to 
add to dinner soups. I intend to supply lots of fresh dri ed garden vegetables to keep weight down in the Canyon. We will 
have good opportunities to get the best food available in b oth US & Mexico………  
The weather in the lowlands (Phoenix to Baja) may be hot  days, mild nights. 
The highland weather, (5,000 - 10,000 ft) including th e Baja Peaks and all northern Arizona, may give light fr ost nights, 
warm days (20’c). If hurricanes affect the Baja Penin sula, rains could be heavy tropical downpours. We can adjust our plan 
to suit. 
I recommend the following items of personal gear to cover di verse weather, diverse activities. If you forget anything,  all is 
available here. Don’t overload with excess gear; eg. no air mattress  (cactus) etc……. ,�����	

�

���
����
�����K.�-8�
Group Equipment: 
My truck has four legal seats. The bed, containing all pe rsonal & group gear, will be covered by a watertightcampe r shell. I 
will supply the following items: 
1. Camping : Tents 2-with groundsheets. Fire grills (expedition use) Propane stove (roadside camps) Cooking pots, pans, 

utensils, soap, water containers, wash bowls, toilet facili ties, shovel, saw-wood. 
2. Expedition : Ropes, rack, including slings. 
On the ridge we will mostly be moving together, often rop ed, with occasional easy pitches on sound but exposed grani te and 
one abseil. The traverse will take about 2 days with a  bivouac in the open. We can escape the ridge in bad w eather or other 
problems. The ridge traverse is best done in the approac h footwear (not climbing shoes) and a day pack carrying food, water
(4 litres) and necessary clothing is sufficient. Each of  us should have a reliable headtorch and some First Aid.  
Mike 
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From The Archives 
Here it is - the very last item from the Fellfarers Journal of 1945 : 

(in the next issue we move on to the 1946 journal) 

 

OUT  OF BOUNDS 
 

ROY PALMER 
 

(Written 1/11/44, somewhere in Italy) 
. 

When they first tried to make me a soldier I was taken, along with others, to some fir woods in Yorkshire. Here I 
doubled up and down, dug slit trenches and the other things a rookie has to do. It was all a bit dull and for the first 
time I was away from my hills. 
On the way to the post box, there was a rock of about 20 feet.    The first time I saw it I was with another fellow.   
The words " Let's climb that" just tumbled out of my mouth.    The expression and look of bewilderment on my 
chum's face made me wish I had never spoken.   I just had to try and explain the idea, but he couldn't see any sense in 
it and it was quite hopeless to put it over. 
After that incident, every Sunday I used to sneak out and scramble on the limestone rocks. I was pleased to see I was 
not the first to take this venture, but probably second. I managed to make about ten different routes wearing my am-
munition boots. In those early days of Army Service I used to be very careful not to spoil my uniform—the thought 
of a torn battledress tunic rather spoiled the sport! 
My next transfer was to Lincolnshire—the flattest, dullest country I've ever seen. There was not even a bump to fall 
over. Apart from the Suez Canal country I've not seen anything so flat. 
The Authorities, perhaps sensing my discontent, hurried me off to Greenock, from which place I said " cheerio " to 
our green and pleasant land. I was hoping to see some more hills : little did I realise that the following winter would 
find me living on the mountains. 
Our first sight of land was high ground. It turned out to be some fine hills on the Algerian Coast. They looked barren, 
rocky, savage hills, quite full of mountaineering if one could live with comfort amongst them. We landed at a port 
which looked rather fine, with its sparkling white city stretched on a hillside behind. In spite of the clean white 
houses I was to learn months later that there was a variety of smells ; not many nice ones either ! 
This city was not for me, and I was sailing down the coast in a few days' time. The African coast was at these parts 
quite fun, and it was here I started mountaineering. I dashed up and down those mountains with skill and ability 
which surprised even me. Alas, I never left the boat and had come down to climbing from the grandstand. It is great 
fun to pick out routes even when you never get the chance to do those same routes. By this time I considered myself 
the best climber in the Battalion—I don't know if there are any more ! 
The end of the African Campaign found me near Long Stop Hill. This had become a famous name. Even Winston 
Churchill came to see it, although you have probably forgotten that. Perhaps, fortunately for me, I never had occasion 
to go up the hill. It was big, there was no doubt about that, but to me it was very disappointing ; there were no crags. 
It reminded me of Grayrigg Combes, and that reminder gave me another game which has kept my Lakeland hills 
fresh. Whenever we come across new hills I try to figure out of which of the hills back home they remind me. So 
now I have some Derbyshire hills in Syria, Honister Crag in Italy, Scout Scar in Tunisia—a bit scattered maybe, but 
the expense stops us having them centralized. 
Later, the Army, having nothing better to do with us, starting running up and down the coast. The first trip was taken 
at great expense. We marched, or rather staggered, to a train of sorts : on every carriage it said " 40 Hommes, 8 
Chevals." Very quickly we learned we were by no means " chevals." After packing us in till the sides started to give, 
they found that 40 men with kitbags, etc. just don't go into one cattle truck. So we moved at 32 to a truck, and I spent 
the next few days, half in and half out of the thing, enjoying the trip very much ,as we passed some of the finest 
mountain scenery I have seen. 
Here it became evident that really fine mountains impress most people. At least those were my deductions, judging 
from the difficulty I had to keep my position at the doorway. Amongst those North African hills there were always 
some Arabs wherever we stopped. A crowd would gather who wanted to buy our shirts and sell us eggs—they would 
pinch anything they could. 
Rumour had it that we were going home, so everyone was in high spirits. The cards were busy making millionaires 
and beggars. The beggars sold their shirts, and pinched them back just as the train moved off. So the cards kept on 
moving the money round, and when we got off, the quarter blokes had quite a few headaches. Still, it left the Arabs 
better dressed ! 
While we passed through one particularly fine gorge I espied a falcon sailing round one of the heights. It brought 
back Longsleddale, where one could often catch a glimpse of these fine birds. Well, it was very different from Sled-
dale, but a nice thought at the time. 
These hills had a lot of what looked to me like limestone ; the rather wonderful watercourses, deeply cut and full of 
pools, suggested this. But, the water was nothing like our sparkling streams. No, it was a dirty khaki coloured water. 
Perhaps the " wogs " had been blancoing their equipment. 
After playing at soldiers for a time we had to go back and we travelled in 31 open trucks by road. It was a good trip. 
As the drivers had to sleep we also got a night's sleep. That meant we did not have the nightly rugby match in the cat-
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tle truck. 
We passed some grand hills on this journey. At two of 
our halts the hills were so impressive that I had to do 
something about it. Well, obviously I could not climb 
them, nor had I a camera, and there were no picture 
postcards to buy. So here I found my third way of get-
ting some fun out of the hills whilst being unable to 
climb them. The drawings which I made were poor, be-
cause lots of folk can't draw for nuts—I'm one of those 
folk ! However, on my pictures the crags are drawn to 
suit me, with the result that when I see them later they 
bring back the picture as I saw it. Now there will be lit-
tle need for me to sweat up hillsides, I can climb the 
hills mentally, and need never pant and puff up them. 
This is a happy thought for my old age, which seems to 
be creeping on even now. 
Then we went to Italy all along the coast. There were 
many very beautiful scenes, with lovely little white vil-
lages perched on the hillsides. On my arrival I was 
taken in the middle of the night to the top of a hill where 
we were thankful to sleep in a Castle—to be awakened 
by " Moaning Minnie." This made me realise that it was 
no fairy castle. 
When I was doing my share of O.P. work I drank my fill 
of this lovely Italian country. Sometimes I think Jerry, if 
he avoided the more craggy parts of the hills, could al-
ways dodge my roving eye. We were pinned in this cir-
cle of hills for a few weeks, and came to look on them 
as a barrier. 
Later we learnt to live on hills. We got onto some that 
had no Castles on them—not even a casa (Italian for 
house). There we couldn't even dig a decent slit trench, 
so we had to build one. We found that what keeps shell 
splinters out keeps out the draught if you take some care 
in building it. In fact, I don't think I will need any Hos-
tels when I get back home. I shall have a little sanger 
(shelter or trench) on all my hills at home. 
Still, even in the cold wet days in Sunny Italy I used to 
like the hills and thought of the fun we could have had 
had things been different. We saw some wonderful sun-
sets—even a dismal stand-to lost its terror, when there 
was one of these fine sights on tap. My love of hills 
used to make life bearable, how some of the fellows 
who had no feeling for the hills stuck it just beats me. 
The volcano Vesuvius which used to beam on a clear 
night pleased me. I always looked to see if it was on 
show during my tour of guard—it was always a brighter 
two hours ! So we crept from hill to hill until the cro-
cuses came through. I had some all round my mortar 
until the snow came and spoilt them. That fall of snow 
annoyed me, even if it did make a pleasant change : the 
hills looked even more beautiful or terrible—it de-
pended whether we were going in, or out on rest. Then 
we did a smart move, and ended up in the desert where 
it was at least warm and very flat. 
From here we made our way to the Scotch hills—the 
only fault was that these hills were in Syria ! Here were 
some smashing hills where we started playing soldiers 
all over again. We found a lot of corries amongst them, 
and it was great seeing the Arabs bringing in their herds 
of goats. Once when we had to do a practice shoot we 
watched the goats come in, herd after herd, with their 
Arab, looking like black patches moving over the rocks 
until they turned out to be yet another herd. These 
mountain people were, or at least appeared to be, fine 

folk. Certainly much better than any Arabs we had pre-
viously met. 
So from there they called us back to Italy. The Bosche 
had been chased off our hills, but stuck out with stub-
bornness, which is one of his characteristics, on some 
more hills. Indeed there was a strong rumour that Jerry 
was building a new range of hills in his Gothic line. 
This was later proved to be false. (It was rivers he was 
digging.) 
Now there are some of the best hills to cross before we 
can finally deal with Jerry. The point is, will the interest 
of crossing the Alps offset the discomfort ? A funny 
thing has also happened to us. Once we used to grumble 
about always fighting in the hills. Now our lads have 
had a bit of flat, they prefer the hills. So, have these Ital-
ian hills really made a few more mountaineers ?  
I wonder ! 

 

Below: 
Borrowdale 

August Bank Holiday Weekend 1956 
Who’s having fun in the beck? Which beck is it?  

And what exactly are they trying to achieve?  
Any information to the Ed please. 

The English Way 
Bill Tilman writing about the first ascent of Nanda Devi in 1936 on 
a shoestring budget with a small expedition. It was the highest peak 
anyone had climbed at that time and was unsurpassed for many 
years. They must have been beside themselves with excitement: "I 
believe we so far forgot ourselves as to shake hands on it." 
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Refreshments at the Watermill Inn  
 

Return to Kendal on the 555 bus 
 

Further Details: John Walsh 

���
������
���B
���
B�	���

21st December to 1st January 2008 
High House is booked for Fellfarers  

And featuring, on Sunday 30 December: 
The High House All-Terrain Toboggan Competition  

 

Categories:- 
 

1. Downhill Race  - (either on snow or grass, depending on weather conditions). 
2. Short Flat Race – 100 yrds on road past the farm yard. 
3. Time trial – fastest time from hut to gate (steering is a good component for this one!) 
4. River section! - race on short section of River Derwent ending at Grange Bridge.  

 
Rules: 
Must have be made by person(s) competing (not bought) 
Must be able to run on snow, grass and water * 
Must have some steering 
Must be able to move on the flat 
 
Note * you can choose to enter just one or more of the categories 
although the overall winner must enter all categories. 
  
 

All categories will marked by panel of carefully selected judges.  
 

Prizes for all categories 
 

Special Prize for the overall winner! 
 

 
For more information please call Jason or Cheryl on 01539 738451 
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“The ability to climb difficult rock declines with age but thankfully so does the 
urge."                                                                       Geoffrey Winthrop Young 
 

"I climb much harder in my writings than I do in real life."       Geoff Jennings 
  

"The best training was to go to the pub, drink 5 quarts of beer, and talk 
about climbing."                                                                           Ron Fawcett  
 

"How do you keep your underwear clean anyway ? Mine get pretty dirty 
after just a few weeks of wearing them even though I always wear them 
when I take my weekly shower. I will say more, I have to retire most of them 
after just a few months of use... I have heard that some people own several 
at the same time but I cannot believe it... I wish I could ask my climbing 
partners but I only climb solo..."                                            Old Man Caballo�
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